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Doing Business in Sweden
Introduction
World Bank’s Doing Business Project measures and compares regulations relevant to the life cycle of a small- to medium-sized domestic business in 190 economies. 
As regards starting a business, Sweden ranked 15 from the previous number 12. This was a 3 points drop though having scored 94.64% distance to frontier score against the previous year’s 94.61%. Methodology is based on participation of various persons and institution to a Starting business questionnaire that is send to them by World Bank. On dealing with construction permits, Sweden ranked 25 over 190 having shed 2 positions down from 23 in the year 2016 (WB, 2017a). 
In areas of getting electricity, registering property and paying taxes, Sweden experienced steady improvement jumping  two positions, one position and two position  thus ranking positions 6, 10 and 28 respectively, with getting electricity having tremendously improved by 3.25% distance to frontier points and thus emerging as an indicator with the greatest overall improvement. On the other hand, Sweden did not experience any changes in both doing business ranking and distance to frontier points areas maintaining her previous year rank at 18, 22 and 19 in trading across borders, enforcing contracts and resolving insolvency respectively (WB, 2017a).
Survey Assumptions
For example, the World Bank got more than 7,000 media references in just three weeks of its publication and 1.4 million twitter accounts were reached with Doing Business mentions during the same period. It covered major worldwide, regional and local media outlets, print, broadcast and web. The Doing Business site had more than 1 million online visits and almost 60,000 downloads in just three weeks after the report's launch (WB, 2017b). The assumption depended on taking a look at strategies that are required for a accomplishing a given task taking into account cost, procedure, submission of specified documents required to carry out that given task, licenses, inspections and professional expert’s view. For instance, the assumptions made in obtaining construction permit included timeframe in submitting all relevant project-specific documents to the authorities; obtaining all necessary clearances, licenses, permits and certificates; completing all required notifications (WB, 2017c).
Indicators
To boost investor confidence, with a view of attracting investment, Sweden needs to address the following two areas need to be addressed. First, regards access to credit, an area the country showed no improvement. For instance, it is clear that some of the challenges are data from retailers or utility companies - in addition to data from banks and financial institutions not being distributed; bureau or registry credit scores being of no value-added service to help banks and financial institutions assess the creditworthiness of borrowers; and both positive and negative credit data not being distributed (WB, 2017d). These can be improved by passing laws that will allow sharing of positive information and expanding borrower coverage on one hand, and allowing credit bureaus provide a framework for a regulated and reliable system of credit information sharing as witnessed in other countries.
Secondly, is how Sweden resolves her insolvency issues where insolvency regulations in four areas: commencement of proceedings, management of debtor’s assets, reorganization proceedings and creditor participation. The greatest challenges being that insolvency framework do not require that dissenting creditors in reorganization to receive at least as much as what they would obtain in a liquidation; and the creditors are not divided into classes for the purposes of voting on the reorganization plan, does each class vote separately and are creditors in the same class treated equally (WB, 2017e). This can be addressed by putting in place a rehabilitation mechanism to facilitate the continuation of the debtor’s business during insolvency proceedings and giving creditors greater role in key decisions during the proceedings.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thirdly, is how Sweden protects her minority investors. Under this indicator, Sweden dropped four (4) positions from 15 to position 19 though her distance to frontier score did not experience any changes over that period of time. Issues of concern on minority investor protection included non-disclosure of conflict of interest to the board of directors; failure to repay profits made from a transaction upon a successful claim by shareholders and failure to disqualify or fine and imprison a director upon a successful claim by shareholders (WB, 2017f). These can be strengthened by putting in place greater requirements for disclosure of related-party transactions to the board of directors on one hand; and introducing laws that will require immediate disclosure of related-director transactions to the public on the other. 
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